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*Unofficial translation 

The Permanent Secretariat of the Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy (Redlad) alert 
on the repressive wave attacking the peoples and indigenous nationalities in Ecuador's Amazon region 
because its opposition to the policy of plunder caused by expansion of extractive projects.  

Since 2009, the criminalization of people or groups that put into question the actions of the Government in 
alliance with the great capitals has become a State policy by means of: the construction and 
implementation of new regulatory frameworks, prosecuting, militarization, police action and impact on the 
discursive field. 

In this light, they have judicialized about 300 cases being two-thirds of the cases for the second quarter of 
2015. Durante las protestas del 13 de agosto se detuvieron 49 personas en Pastaza, Morona, Zamora y 
en Orellana. Between August and September 40 court cases against leaders and representatives of 
Amazonian base were opened. Also, in the context of the oil activities, a Waorani woman was stopped for 
a homicide that could not be verified and the Secretariat of hydrocarbons has accused advocates of alleged 
kidnapping.   

In addition to the areas already exploited, Ecuador announced this week a new round of bids in the South 
of the Amazon and signed a contract with the Consortium Andes Petroleum to do a study for 4 years and 
a possible exploitation for 20 years in the unexplored blocks 79 and 83, located in the Amazonian province 
of Pastaza. 

The Permanent Secretariat of REDLAD, platform for more than 520 organizations that defend democracy 
and human rights, Official member of the Civil Society Forum of the OAS (Organization of American States) 
and Regional Chapter of World Movement for Democracy (WMD): 

 Rejects the actions of the Ecuadorian Government to act against the right to prior free and 
informed consultation of the indigenous peoples which is directly linked to the right of the members 
of these communities to the land, territory and natural resources. 

 Denounces the violation to the Constitution in relation to the rights of peoples in isolation by the 
Ecuadorian State 

 It makes a call to the Ecuadorian State to do not criminalize the leaders and ensure respect for 
the rights of indigenous peoples. 
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