
 
 

 

 

 
HUMAN RIGHT DEFENDERS IN RISK IN HONDURAS 

April 11, 2016. 
 

 *Unofficial translation  
The Permanent Secretariat of the Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy (Redlad) 
alert on a wave of killings of human rights activists in Honduras because of their work in defense of 
the natural resources of indigenous peoples and the recognition of LGBTI rights. 
 
During March, there were killed five members of the indigenous people Tolupán because of the work 
of defense made through the Movimiento Amplio por la Dignidad y la Justicia (MADJ). This 
community, in the department of Yoro, has remained at risk for years due to mining projects and 
hydroelectric dams: in previous years, it had been already reported the case of 17 homicides of 
members of the same community, which causes are still unpunished.  
 
In the same way, Berta Cáceres and Nelson Noé García from the Consejo Cívico de Organizaciones 
Populares e Indígenas de Honduras (COPINH) have joined the list of 109 environmental activists 
killed in Honduras since 2010. Berta, who had precautionary measures granted by the IACHR, led a 
fight against the violation of the right to free, prior and informed consultation with affected communities 
by a dam project that floods indigenous lands, causing forced displacement of these. 
 
On the other hand, civil society figures throw that 37 people belonging to the LGBTI community were 
killed in the 215. Also in 2015, the Asociación Arcoíris received a warning by alleged military, 
threatening to death to all the members of the association; in January 2016 the murder of Paola 
Barraza was materialized. Although the material and intellectual author of the facts are unknown in 
many cases, it should be noted the state’s interference in the interference with the work of defenders 
of the rights of the LGBT community through harassment by police and military.  

The Permanent Secretariat of REDLAD, platform for more than 520 organizations that defend 
democracy and human rights, Official member of the Civil Society Forum of the OAS (Organization 
of American States) and Regional Chapter of World Movement for Democracy (WMD): 

 Notes the passivity of the Honduran State in the special protection of 15 human rights 
defenders who had precautionary measures, in which the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights (CIDH) alerted the State on its risk and urged the adoption of measures 
protection for them. 

 Condemns the police and military action in the abuse of power against defenders of human 
rights and urges the purification of these agents and the review of internal protocol so that it 
can ensure respect for and protection of civil society. 

 Notes that the murder of defenders as Nahún Alberto Morazán, Roberto Carlos Palencia, 
José Alvarenga, Elvin Joel Alvarenga, Santos Matute, Berta Cáceres, Nelson Noé García 
and Paola Barraza attentive not only the lives of these but it also affects the fight for the 
vindication of vulnerable populations, so that, we urge the follow due process to prevent 
impunity for the perpetrators.   
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